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Belgian Christmas Markets 
 

 
 
Bears, bon bons, and babushkas, who could want more? The Christmas markets are very 
popular all across Europe. A favorite of the English are the Belgian markets because it’s 
so easy to hop on Eurostar and within a few hours you’re in Brussels and an hour more 
and you’re in Bruges. You can do both markets in a weekend, so go on, and immerse 
yourself in holly jolliness.  
 

 
 
From London, it’s a short trip via Eurostar to Brussels. Make sure to have a glass or two 
or a whole bottle of champagne before you go at Europe’s longest champagne bar in St. 
Pancras train station. (Not St. Pancreas, there is not a saint of one of your lesser known 
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body parts, but Pancras.) Even though it may be freezing, huddle together with your 
fellow flush passengers and ask “What credit crunch?” while spying what the couple next 
to you is drinking. Champers starts at 7.50 Sterling a glass. Don’t get too tipsy though or 
the next morning, you might wake up to discover you’ve spent 65k on a giant bottle of 
Veuve Cliquot.  
 

Bruges 
 
Of the two Christmas markets, Bruges is by far the best. It is one of Europe’s best 
preserved medieval cities. Above the narrow brick buildings, Christmas fairy lights 
twinkle and skaters twirl around an ice rink in the main square flanked by wooden market 
stalls selling handmade goods and delicious food, but take note, the best crafts are found 
in the small streets branching off from the main square. 
 

 
Lace shops abound, as well as an art shop, craft shop (where you can even buy your own 
lace making kit) 
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and a retro knick knack shop with lots of vintage goodies and paper dolls.  
 

 
 
Hear the clip clop of horses’ hooves on the cobbles behind you as tourists whish by on 
horse drawn carriages. 
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As for food, spiced mulled wine steams in large urns on many corners, tourists eat small 
fried doughnuts rolled in powdered sugar out of paper bags,  
 

 
 

Belgian women sell rounds of cheese and potato stew with chunks of ham,  
 

 
 

children nibble on chips and mayonnaise, crepes smothered in chocolate, and sweet 
buttery biscuits shaped like Sinter Klaas (Santa). 

 
 

Moules and frites are another Belgian specialty. Somehow this moule (mussel) apparently 
found its own dinner in the form of a crab just as it was thrown in the steamer. 
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Adults sip fruity Belgian beers and eat waffles covered in strawberries and bananas.  

  
 

Belgium is not a place to start a diet.  
 

Chocolate, chocolate everywhere 
 

 
Bruges must have the most chocolate shops per capita in the world and oh the smell when 
the doors open is absolutely heavenly. There are chocolate bears, filled chocolates named 
pralines,  
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hot chocolate,  

 
and even chocolate Mannequin Pis’ in every color of the rainbow. No thank you. (The 
Mannequin Pis is a statue of a little boy who many years ago went missing. If the boy 
was found, his rich father promised to build a statue of the boy in the position the boy 
was found. The little boy was relieving himself, so he became immortal in the form of a 
fountain. 
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There’s even a chocolate museum. I was lured there by the beautiful chocolate fairy and 
happily exchanged my Euros for a ticket and three free small chocolates (white, dark, and 
milk). I followed the wonderful rich scent up the staircase where I was abruptly smacked 
into the stale sweat of a busload of French tourists being shouted the history of the 
Mayans. I tried to escape into the next room but was thwarted again by a pack of 
Germans jabbering away VERY loudly about cocoa beans. I milled around – toying with 
the idea of visiting Room 3, but not daring to since the museum attendant had implicitly 
warned against this (take my advice if you find yourself in this situation – go to Room 3 
because there’s nothing earth shattering about making chocolate or better yet, ask for a 
refund.) 
 

 
 

The history detailed on the boards was interesting, but often very repetitive and obvious. 
The history, though interesting (did I say it was repetitive?) was rather sparse and I 
actually found out more by just looking at Wikipedia.   

 
At the end of the tour, there’s a chocolate demonstration if you can see it from behind the 
heads of all the other tourists. They’ve erected a medium screen TV on which to watch, 
but you might as well watch Martha on TV or see the instructions I have included in 
Issue 3 for making hand made chocolates. You won’t even have to listen through the 
French, German, and Spanish translations. Oh and they give you one more chocolate.      
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If anyone’s in a wheelchair, I don’t know how you’re going to manage this tour because 
it’s up and up and up a narrow little house. There’s probably an elevator somewhere, but 
best of luck.  

 
The best part of the museum was the shop – so save your Euros to spend in there. Believe 
me, you’re going to need them. The book I wanted was 80 Euros. That’s something like 
$5,000, no really, but it’s still north of $100. I didn’t buy the book. I thought I’d be tricky 
and buy it cheap on Amazon. No luck. I did buy a second hand professional chocolate 
mould – complete with chocolate stains still on it. I’ll be sure to wash it really well. I 
bought plastic. They sell second hand metal ones, but they looked rather rusty. With 
busloads of tourists, is the credit crunch really so bad the museum has to sell its tarnished 
cast offs? 
 
Extremely Crafty Verdict – Go to the shop. Skip the museum.  
 

Belgian Style 
 
The Belgians have a quirky sense of style. I love it, but I don’t quite understand it. I will 
let you draw your own conclusion. 
 
A military dog pillow (I’ve been looking for one of these everywhere, haven’t you?), 
seahorse Christmas ornament, and a ram in a tutu. 
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What was even more bizarre was a merry go round in Brussels. There was none of your 
typical white circus horses or tigers. This one was complete with winged unicorns, 
lizards, ladybugs, time traveling machines, insects, giant puffin fish, sea horses, ostriches, 
and zombies pulling themselves up from the floor.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Extremely Crafty Verdict – Go to Bruges. Skip Brussels.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extremely Crafty – Creating Happiness through Craft 
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